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PREFACE 


The centenary of the foundation of the Dante Alighieri Society is 
being celebrated this year. This is an event of major significance for 
Italian culture both nationally and internationally — and, indeed, was 
marked in October by a Congress held in Rome at the opening cere- 
mony of which in the Campidoglio President Francesco Cossiga was 
present. More than 300 delegates from Comitati all over the world — 
same from as far afield as Argentina, Australia, Japan — attended as 
well as more than 100 delegates from Italian Comitati. What better 
tribute can one offer to their success of the Society in its efforts to 
spread a knowledge and appreciation of our language and culture 
throughout the world. 

There is another equally important aspect to this gratifying 
response to the efforts of the Society: | refer to the friendships which 
blossom as a result of this common interest in Italy and our Italian way 
of life, between peoples from all corners of the world, speaking diffe- 
rent languages and having vastly disparate cultures. To be a member 
of a Dante Alighieri Comitato is to have friends throughout the world. 

In Scotland there are six Comitati of the Dante Alighieri, with a 
total membership of some 400. As will be seen from the following 
pages, each Comitato has had its ups and downs but thanks to the 
enthusiasm, tenacity and imagination of the membership the aims of 
the Society have been sustained and promulgated with admirable 
results. 

It gives me great pleasure to greet the publication, to mark the 
Dante Alighieri Society's Centenary, of this record of the work of the 
Comitati in Scotland. | should like to wish them continued success. 


The Italian Ambassador in UK, Boris Biancheri. 


| 
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Nell‘augusta occasione della celebrazione del Centenario della 
Societa’ Dante Alighieri, i Comitati scozzesi, attraverso questa 
pubblicazione, desiderano porgere un saluto di amicizia a tutti i soci 
sparsi per il mondo. 


Societa’ Dante Alighieri di Edimburgo 


ll Circolo ltalo-Scozzese fu fondato nel 1949. Lord Guthrie, avwwocato 
e Alto Magistrato, fu eletto Presidente e ricopri’ quella carica fino alla 
sua morte nel 1970. Fin dal 1949 il Circolo ha tenuto i suoi incontri, 
con frequenza quindicinale, da ottobre a marzo, in vari locali presi in 
affitto. Nel 1952 il Circolo si affilio’ alla Societa’ Dante Alighieri di 
Roma. Corsi di lingua italiana a livello elementare, intermedio e 
avanzato vennero organizzati dal 1952 al 1977 quando vennero 
interrotti a causa delle spese sempre piu’ gravose. Sono stati ripresi nel 
1988 con l'aiuto dell'Istituto Culturale Italiano di Edimburgo. In 
precedenza, nel 1982, erano stati introdotti corsi di conversazione 
che avevano avuto un grande successo: le conversazioni erano 
owiamente condotte da persone di madre lingua italiana. 

|| Circolo disponeva di una sua biblioteca che e’ stata curata dal 1950 
al 1985 quando i costi eccessivi di gestione costrinsero il Circolo a 
rinunciare ai locali in cui si trovava la biblioteca. Nel 1950 c'erano 
circa 50 volumi; nel 198355 i libri erano circa 1,000. La collezione era 
stata resa possibile anche dalla generosita’ del governo italiano e della 
Sede Centrale di Roma. Il Circolo desiderava che la collezione non 
venisse smembrata e fu lieto quando il direttore dell'Istituto Culturale 
Italiano accetto’ di prendere in consegna|'intera raccolta. La biblioteca 
del Circolo e’ ora infatti sistemata nei locali dell'lstituto Culturale 
Italiano. 


Societa’ Dante Alighieri di Glasgow 


La prima testimonianza delle attivita’ della Societa’ Dante Alighieri di 
Glasgow risale al 1954, quando fu fondata, con |’incoraggiamento 
del Consolato italiano, un Comitato permanente composito di intelletuali 
e professionisti della citta’. Nello stesso anno furono organizzate le 
classi serali di lingua italiana che, da allora, sono sempre state curate 
da insegnanti di madre lingua italiana. 


Alla fine degli anni ‘60, membri e studenti della Societa’ di Glasgow 
parteciparono ad una iniziativa chiamata “Glasgow Summer School": 
nel 1966 ebbe luogo a Venezia e, due anni dopo, nel 1968, a San 
Gimignano. 

Molto importanti sono stati anche i contatti e le riunioni con le altre 
Societa’ in Scozia e con enti € associazioni come il Comitato di 
Coordinamento delle Associazioni ltalo-Scozzesi e |'Istituto Culturale 
Italiano. 


Societa’ Dante Alighieri di Falkirk 


La fondazione della Dante Alighieri a Falkirk fu un‘idea de! Dr. Hunter 
Cran. | 

Era stato in Italia, durante la seconda guerra mondiale, ed era ritornato 
pieno di entusiasmo affascinato dalla sua bellezza, lingua e cultura. 
La Societa’ di Falkirk fu inaugurata il 12 febbraio 1963 con il sostegno 
di un vivace gruppo di soci ricchi di iniziativa ed immaginazione. 
Tra le attivita’ piu’ interessanti, si ricordano le classi di italiano per 
bambini ed i corsi di conversazione che contribuiscono molto 
efficacemente alla diffusione della lingua italiana in questa zona. Tra 
tutte le personalita’ che hanno tenuto conferenze per la Societa’ di 
Falkirk, e’ assai gradito fare un riferimento speciale al Professor Donini. 


Societa’ Dante Alighieri di Lanark 

La Societa’ di Lanark fu fontata nel dicembre del 1975 dal Colonnello 
Cranstoun e dalla Signora Teresa Cranstoun. L’evento piu’ significative 
della Societa’ di Lanark e’ |’annuale Serata Musicale e la cena sociale. 
Una particolare menzione deve essere anche fatta all’ annuale 
Giornata Della Societa’ Dante Alighieri in Scozia, la quale viene 
celebrata nella splendida tenuta di Corehouse, Lanark. 


Societa’ Dante Alighieri di St Andrews e Dundee 


Entrambe fondate con la collaborazione di numerosi professori delle 
rispettive universita’, le Dante Alighieri di St Andrews e Dundee hanno 
deciso di fondersi in un gruppo unico nel 1984. La nuova Societa’ 
promuove la conoscenza del patrimonio naturale e culturale dell’ltalia 
in tutti i suoi aspetti piu’ caratteristici e significativi. 
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THE DANTE ALIGHIERI SOCIETY 
IN EDINBURGH 


Some fifty years ago for a brief period before the outbreak of the 
Second World War in 1939 there existed in Edinburgh a Scoto-Italian 
Society. In 1949 some members of that Society, together with Mr 
John Purves, Reader-Emeritus in Italian at the Edinburgh University of 
Edinburgh, arranged the meeting which led to the formation of the 
Scottish Italian Circle, Edinburgh. The Circle was formally constituted 
on 6 December 1949 at a meeting held in the Faculty of Arts, Minto 
House, Chambers Street, Edinburgh. The stated purpose of the Circle 
was to promote interest in the art, history and culture of Italy. Lord 
Guthrie, a Law Lord and High Court Judge was elected President and 
Mr Purves, Vice-President. 

The first meeting of the Circle thus constituted was held at 7.30 
p.m. on Tuesday, 31 January 1950 when Dr Mario Rossi, successor to 
Mr Purves in the Department of Italian, gave a talk about “The Italian 
Landscape”. At that meeting it was decided to form conversation and 
reading groups. A Librarian was appointed to oversee the circulation 
of newspapers, journals and the books which had been gifted to the 
Circle from various sources. Fifteen people attended that first 
meeting. 

Meetings were held thereafter on alternative Tuesday evenings 
during the University session up to 1960 when it was decided to 
discontinue meetings in the Summer Term because of lack of support 
in May and June. Since 1961 to date we have continued to meet on 
alternative Tuesday evenings from October to March. At the end of 
1988/89 session membership was 145. 

In 1952 the Scottish Italian Circle became affiliated to the Societa 
Dante Alighieri the headquarters of which are in Rome. The Societa 
Alighieri exists “per la tutela e per la diffusione della lingua e della 
cultura italiana nel mondo”. The Circle fulfilled already the cultural 
aims of the Societa and after 1952 it set about organising language 
classes in accordance with the other main purpose of the Societa. 
Affiliation to the Societa brought a number of advantages to the 
Circle not least of which were sponsored speakers from Italy, 
bursaries to attend language courses at Summer Schools in Italy, 
tessere which provided free entry to state museums in Italy and gifts 
of books and periodicals from the Sede Centrale for the use of the 
members. 


Some outstanding events 

The long list (see appendix) of speakers and musicians who have 
visited the Circle during the 40 years of its existence gives some 
indication of the wide scope of our programmes, but it would be 
impossible to mention all of the many memorable evenings enjoyed 
by the members and the following are only a few of them. 

In 1960 we were delighted to welcome the poet Salvatore 
Quasimodo whose visit had already been arranged before he was 
awarded The Nobel Prize for Literature in 1959. At a lunch in the City 
Chambers, hosted by the Lord Provost, we arranged for him to meet 
some of the University literati and in the early evening, at a sherry 
party before our meeting, he met some of Scotland's poets. 

In the field of drama and literature memorable talks were given by 
Conte Bino Sanminiatelli, whose father was one of the founder mem- 
bers of the Societa Dante Alighieri in 1889, Dott. Filippo Donini, 
former Director of the Italian Institute, Professor Peter Brand, Head of 
the Department of Italian at Edinburgh University from 1966-1988, 
the Scottish poet Edwin Muir, Mr Ward Perkins from the British School 
in Rome, Dr Barbara Reynolds, the Dante scholar, Professor Meik- 
lejohn who was Head of the Department of Italian at Glasgow Univer- 
sity and a great lover of Sardinia. The scintillating presentation of 
characters of the Commedia dell’Arte by Nico Pepe and Ada Prato 
from II Piccolo Teatro di Milano in 1971 is still recalled by those who 
were lucky enough to have seen and heard them. The simple and 
moving account given by Father Borelli of “Gli scugnizzi di Napoli” 
was another highlight. 

Of the many fascinating talks on art and history it would be impos- 
sible to single out one more than another. Suffice it to say that we 
have been fortunate to have had the opportunity to hear such out- 
standing scholars as Professor Granturco from New York, Professor 
Semenzato from Padova, Professor von Wandruska from Vienna, Pro- 
fessor Denis Hay on Italian Medieval history, Professors Talbot Rice, 
Steer and Rowan — all eminent art historians — Professor Patrick 
Nuttgens, the renowned architect, Professor Lilliu, on archaeology, 
Professor Lugli on town planning, Dr Mario Verdone on the Italian 
cinema, Lord Ritchie-Calder on “Leonardo da Vinci — The Scientist” . 

We have been fortunate too in the musicians we have been 
privileged to welcome amongst whom, to name but a few — Maestro 
Marcello Abaddo, pianist, Maestro Anedda, mandolinist, Maestro 
Franco Novello, violinist, Paolo Pilias, guitarist and il Duo Barbetti. 


10 


ree 


~~ 


Some of the musicologists who have honoured us have been Profes- 
sor Kenneth Leighton, Professor David Kimbell, Dr Hans Redlich, Dott 
Cesare Valabrega and and Maestro Roderick Brydon. 

To mark the tenth anniversary of the Circle the Lord Provost and 
Magistrates of the City of Edinburgh gave a lunch in the City Cham- 
bers which was attended by H.E. The Italian Ambassador (Signor 
Quaroni). In the evening a Dinner was held in the Roxburghe Hotel at 
which ninety-five members and guests were present. The invited 
guests included The Lord Provost, H.E. The Italian Ambassador, the 
Italian Consul in Scotland — il Conte della Croce di Dojola — and Pro- 
fessore Gabriele Baldini, Director of the Italian Institute in London. 


Scottish Italian Circle, Edinburgh—10th Anniversary Dinner, Tuesday, 9th February 
1960, Roxburghe Hotel. At top table, from left to right: Lady Guthrie, Lord Provost, 
Lord Guthrie (standing), His Excellency the Italian Ambassador. 
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Edinburgh Dante Alighi i Society celeb ation for the 21st anniversary (20th April 
1971). From the left: Dr R. Rocco, Consulate General of Italy in Edinburgh, Mrs Dower, 
Prof. F. Donini, Director of the Italian Institute in London, Miss R. Johnston, Secretary 
of Dante Alighieri Committee in Edinburgh. 


The twenty-first anniversary of the Circle was celebrated by a Din- 
ner in the Albyn Rooms, Queen Street. We were particularly happy to 
haver with us as the guests of honour Dott. Filippo and Signora Maria 
Donini; their warm and positive interest in the activities of the Circle 
was always most encouraging. The only sad note on that occasion 
was the absence of Lord Guthrie. His death in March 1970 deprived 
the Circle of a much-loved President who had given unstintingly, 
despite ill-health, of his time, energy and wisdom to the Circle for the 
twenty years of his Presidency. 


The Edinburgh Dante Society Library 


There was a Library from 1950 to 1985. During that period there 
were two librarians: Miss Margaret Johnston from 1950 to 1971 and 
Miss Cecile Victor from 1971-1985. 


Between 1950 and 1954 the Circle owned some 50 books. they 
were kept in a suitcase in the National Library of Scotland where Miss 
Margaret Johnston worked as Deputy Keeper of Printed Books. The 
suitcase was brought to each meeting when members could consult 
or borrow the books. 
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In 1954 the books were transferred to a bookcase, gifted by a 
member and kept in Riddle’s Court where we rented a room for our 
fortnightly meetings until 1969 — with a brief interlude in the Tol- 
booth, Canongate from 1963-1965. The bookcase accompanied us 
to the Tolbooth, of course. 

In 1964 generous assistance from the Italian government enabled 
the Circle to rent small premises in 42 Candlemaker Row where our 
books could be housed permanently. The premises were in a 
picturesque 17th century building the back of which overlooked the 
graveyard of Greyfriars Kirk. The graveyard is renowned for its 
connections with such diverse characters as the 17th century 
Covenanters and the faithful little Skye Terrier — known as Greyfriars 
Bobby, immortalised in a Walt Disney film — who came every night 
following the deathrof his master until his own death some 16 oni 
later to sleep on his master’s grave. 

The transformation of a dark, very dirty room into an attractive, 
modern reading room and library was effected by Mr and Mrs Philips 
who devoted much time to the furbishing of the premises. 

The new home of the Library was formally opened in October 
1964 by Dr Filippo Donini, Director of the Italian Institute in London 
and a very good friend of the Circle. The Italian Ambassador, Signor 
Quaroni, gave us a gift of many books to mark the occasion. 
Thereafter the collection was steadily augmented by generous gift of 
books and periodicals from the Sede Centrale and by purchase with 
the money provided by the Italian government for the Library. By 
1985 the collection comprised some 1,100 books, numerous maps, 
riviste and a few records. 

The room at 42 Candlemaker Row was unfortunately not big 
enough for our regular fortnightly meeting but it was used for the 
special literature classes organised by the Circle, rehearsal rooms for 
the plays presented by the Drama Group, Committee meetings and 
various small social gatherings. From 1964 until 1977 it was a very 
happy rendezvous for many of the members. It was with great sad- 
ness, therefore, that we left 42 Candlemaker Row in 1977 as we 
could no longer afford to pay the rent which had increased consider- 
ably since 1964. 

By a stroke of great good luck a private poetry society, rejoicing in 
the name of The Monks of St. Giles, which occupied premises in the 
adjoining no 40 Candlemaker Row was looking around for a suitable 
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tenant to share their abode and their ever-increasing rent. And so it 
was that in May 1977 we removed next door. A simple operation on 
the face of it. But we had not taken account of the 17th century spiral 
staircase in no 42. The bookcases and tables were too big to be got up 
the very narrow staircase. The final solution was ingenious to say the 
least of it. Under cover of darkness they were carried out from no 42 
into the graveyard of Greyfriars Kirk and admitted to no 40 through 
one of the back windows which had to be specially removed for the 
purpose! There ensued 8 happy years in no 40 but by 1985 spiralling 
rental costs left us no option but to give up our lease of the premises. 
The decision was made easier by the fact that the Italian Institute 

of Culture had been set up in Edinburgh by this date. We very much 
wished, if at all possible, to keep the 1100 or so books as a collection 
which could be identified always as having belonged to the Scottish 
Italian Circle — Comitato cella Dante Alighieri. We were thus 
delighted when the Director of the Institute agreed to take over the 
whole collection, to record it in perpetuity as the collection gifted to 
the Institute by the Circle in 1985 and to allow our members to con- 
tinue to borrow any of the books. 

Our library is now housed at the Italian Institute of Culture, 82 
Nicolson Street, Edinburgh. 


Venues for Dante Society Meetings 


As can be seen from the following list we have been around and 

about in our forty years of existence. Some of our meeting places are 
very interesting: 
Minto House, Chambers Street; Riddle’s Court, Lawnmarket; Tol- 
booth, Canongate; David Hume Tower, George Square; Saltire Soci- 
ety Rooms, Atholl Crescent; Girls Guide H.Q., 33 Melville Street; 
Royal Pharmaceutical Society, 36 York Place; Gladstone’s Land, 
Lawnmarket (for some concerts and social evenings). 


Riddle’s Court, Lawnmarket goes back to the late 16th century. It 
was built for a Baillie John McMorran, a merchant in Edinburgh. In 
1598 King James VI of Scotland and his Queen, Anne of Denmark 
were entertained in McMorran’s House. Our meetings were held in 
the 17th century buildings. 

The Tolbooth, Canongate was built in 1591 and was used as a 
Council Room and Courthouse. In May 1989 it became a museum 
which records the history of the working people of Edinburgh 
throughout the centuries. 
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Minto House, Chambers Street was built in 1878 as an extra-mural 
women’s department of the University. 

Gladstone’s Land, Lawnmarket, property of the National Trust of 
Scotland, begun in the 16th century, was the home of Thomas 
Gladstone, a wealthy merchant from 1617 until his death. This lovely 
old house retains many of its original features and boasts beautiful 
painted ceilings. 


Drama Group 

For seven years between 1955/56 and 1961/62 the Circle had a 
flourishing Drama Group. Under the enthusiastic direction of Mrs 
Antonia Stott, Lecturer in Italian at Edinburgh University, the Group 
presented at least one play a year. Most productions were given in the 
University theatre; Adam House, Chambers Street. The plays pre- 
sented were: 


1955/56: “Come tu mi vuoi” by Luigi Pirandello 

1956/57: “LaCommedia che ti occorre” by Arnaldo Fraccaroli 
“Sabato che Passione” by Marcello Marchesi 

1957/58: “La Locandiera” by Carlo Goldoni 

1958/59: “Donna Canasta” by Miro Penzo 

1959/60: “Buona Notte Patrizia” by Aldo de Benedetti 

1960/61: “Ervivala Dinamite” by Indro Montanelli 


LANGUAGE CLASSES and other Courses 


Language Classes were held from 1952/53 until 1976/77 and in 
1988/89. 

The language classes had to be discontinued in 1977 owing to ris- 
ing costs. They were resuscitated in 1988/89 when the Italian Institute 
offered its premises in Nicolson Street. Between 1952 and 1977 clas- 
ses were organised at elementary, intermediate and advanced levels. 
They were held in the University for several years and thereafter in 
Boroughmuir School, every week from October until June. 

During the years when the language classes had to be discon- 
tinued due to lack of funds, the membership of the Circle showed a 
marked decline. The resuscitation of the classes in 1988/89 produced 
a most encouraging increase in the number of members. 

“Conversazione” classes were introduced in 1982 and have 
proved most successful. We began with one class and now have three 
at Elementary, Intermediate and Advanced levels. The classes are held 
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Scottish Italian Circle, Edinburgh—Advanced Conversation Group. 


fortnightly on a Tuesday evening from October through to June. 
These classes ar e conducted by native Italian speakers — Mrs Renata 
Leishman and Mr Valentino Volante — to whose dedication and 
enthusiasm their success is largely due. 

Special Courses were held on a wide range of topics: In 1975 on 
modern Italian literature; in 1976 on Italian poetry; in 1977 on 
aspects of contemporary Italy; in 1978 on Sicilian culture; in 1979 and 
1980 on “La Divina Commedia”; in 1981 again on modern Italian lit- 
erature. These courses were held in the library at Candlemaker Row. 


OFFICE BEARERS 
Presidents 


1950-1970 Lord Guthrie 
1970-1973 Mrs Betty Masson 
1973-1975 Miss Isobel Robertson 
1976-1979 Mr David Stott 
1979-1982 Miss Cecile Victor 
1982-1985 Dr David Ridgway 
1985-1988 Miss Cecile Victor 
1988- Dr Peter Kennedy 


In 1970 following the death of Lord Guthrie it was decided at the 
ensuing Annual General Meeting that the President should be elected 
for a maximum period of office of three years and that the retiring 
President would not be eligible for immediate re-election. 


1989-1990 Committee 


President Dr Peter Kennedy 
Secretary Miss Rosemary J. Johnston 
Treasurer Mr David Lamb 


Mrs Christine Archer, Mr Norman Chalmers, Mrs Renata Leishman, 
Miss Myrette Moore, Mrs Eileen Nicholl, Dr David Ridgway 


Dante Representative in Rome 
Mrs Delia Lennie 


Honorary Presidents in 1989 

H.E. the Italian Ambassador to the Court of St. James 
The Italian Consul General in Scotland 

The Director of the Italian Institute in Scotland 
Professor Emeritus Peter Brand 

Lord Cameron 


Meeting of Scottish Italian Circle, Edinburgh in Tolbooth, Canongate, 1964 — when 
books were presented by the Italian Government to the Circle. From left to right: Lord 
Guthrie (President); P. Quaroni, Italian Ambassador; Dr A. Ferracini, Italian Consul- 
General; Lord Cameron, then Hon. President of the Circle; Dott. Mario Rossi, Prof. of 
Italian at Edinburgh University. 
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THE DANTE ALIGHIERI SOCIETY IN GLASGOW 


The early days 

The first record of the post-war activities of the Glasgow branch of 
the Dante Alighieri Society is of an interim committee held on 2 
February 1954. A group of people prominent in the cultural and 
professional life of the city, with the co-operation of the Italian Vice- 
Consul, Signor Ubaldo Bezoari, established a permanent committee 
of the Society with the general aim of cultivating in Glasgow a wider 
knowledge of Italian language and culture. Until the first recorded 
Annual General Meeting Mr Jack Coia, the distinguished architect, 
acted as interim president after Mr J. P. Paul left Scotland, and in these 
early years of the Society various posts were filled at different times by 
Professor M F M Meiklejohn, Chair of Italian, Glasgow University; Mr 
D P Bliss, Director of the Glasgow School of Art; Dr Maurice Rose; Mr 
Philip Glass; Signor Ubaldo Bezoari. 

The infant Society was offered the use of the Casa d'Italia in Park 
Circus — the home of the Glasgow-ltalian community. It was 
considered an appropriate meeting place and despite certain 
difficulties with the heating system it was used until 1961. 

A supply of books for the library was received from the Sede 
Centrale in Rome in October 1954 and these were catalogued and 
made available to members by the next session. 

The Casa also became the meeting place for Italian language 
classes run by the Society. It was considered important that these 
classes should be fostered as a boost to membership as well as a 
necessary condition for eligibility for a grant from the Sede Centrale. 
By September 1954 they were firmly established and have continued 
to flourish largely because of the abilities and personalities of a series 
of gifted teachers. 

Lest it should seem that these activities were uniformly serious and 
sober it should be pointed out that certain other traditions were 
established in these early days. The social as well as the cultural side 
of the Society developed. The Casa was an ideal place in May 1955 for 
the first “Pranzo all‘ltaliana” for students — a meal cooked on the 
premises and accompanied by a liberal supply of Italian wine. Thus 
began the tradition of the annual dinner — “Dante con Chianti”! 

By 1956 the branch was firmly established and — to quote from 
one of the minutes of the time — “was now a most flourishing 
organisation”. 


The programme 

In these early days the members of the executive were all men of 
strong personalities and decided opinions and Committee meetings 
were sometimes very lively affairs as each made sure that his own 
favourite aspect of Italian culture was not neglected in the drawing up 
of programmes. At one time there was criticism that the Dante 
Society was turning into a musical society. This was because the Sede 
Centrale made offers of several musical performers whose reputation 
was so great that the Society could not easily refuse them. However 
in general a fair balance was achieved and many outstanding 
programmes on music, literary subjects, history, theatre, art, 
architecture and aspects of modern Italian culture were arranged. 

After Prof. Filippo Donini of the Italian Institute in London 
introduced the practice of an annual meeting of the secretaries of all 
the Dante Societies in Britain for the purpose of exchanging ideas and 
information about the availability of speakers and musicians, the 
planning of programmes became much easier and there was close co- 
operation between the Glasgow and Edinburgh branches (and later 
also Falkirk). The Society has always been fortunate in obtaining the 
services from other parts of Britain who have delighted audiences by 
their scholarship and wit, and indeed some of the most successful 
talks have been those given by branch members themselves. 


A reunion of all the Scottish Comitati in Glasgow. 
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Some highlights 

From this great wealth of talent it might seem invidious to select 
individuals but such was the worldwide reputation of some of the 
speakers and performers that their visits were really notable events in 
the history of the Society. 

In March 1960 the poet Salvatore Quasimodo came. At the end of 
1959 he had been awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature and as a 
result had been inundated with invitations to talk to cultural societies 
in various countries. The Sede Centrale had arranged his tour of Dante 
Societies in Britain before this and therefore were fortunate to have 
him before the competition for his presence had become too great. 

The occasion seemed to call for a special effort to make it a 
memorable one for the Society and for the poet himself. 

The Lord Provost at the time was Sir Myer Galpern who had shown 
some interest in the Dante Society. He decided to arrange a morning 
reception in the City Chambers for this distinguished visitor to the city. 
To it came the Italian Consul, members of the Italian community and 
the Italian Department of the University as well as members of the 
Society. The latter who were responsible for his hospitality thereafter 
had arranged for him to be taken to lunch at Lomond Castle Hotel 
where he was delighted to be offered fresh Scotch salmon just caught 
by mine host himself! 

lt seemed natural to drive the guest back to Glasgow by way of 
Tarbet Arrocher Loch Long and Helensburgh. This the Secretary Mr 
Philip Glass did, accompanied by as many members as could be 
packed into his car. So Quasimodo saw as large and as beautiful a part 
of Scotland as was possible in the time. Even after he was treated to 
an appropriate rendering of “By yon bonnie banks...” he remained an 
appreciative guest! 

The meeting that evening was as expected much larger than our 
normal meetings. Invitations had been sent to interested 
organisations, and students and people interested in Italian literature 
came to hear Quasimodo read his own poems. It was a memorable 
night for all and the poet's words on parting from the committee 
members who saw him to his hotel at the end of it were that he had 
“seen the heart of Scotland as well as its beauty”. 

Round about 1963 Glasgow University had invited Danilo Dolci to 
speak there and the Society was asked to participate in the meeting 
and help in showing Dolci some hospitality. At that time he was well 
known as a social worker who had abandoned a comfortable middle- 
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class life as an architect to fight poverty in Sicily opposed by 
government, Church and local Mafia. Although neither a Communist 
nor fellow-traveller he had been awarded the Lenin Peace Prize in 
1956. 

The Society was pleased to be associated with this visit. There was 
a good turn-out of members and everyone was interested in Dolci’s 
account of his experiences and the work initiated by him in Sicily. He 
was not uncritical of the Sicilians who he felt could have done more 
to help themselves. He saw the need for training in modern methods 
and a chance in attitude towards some of their old traditional 
practices. The lasting impression was of Dolci’s absolute sincerity and 
commitment to his work. 

In February 1966 Don Mario Borelli came to Scotland. He was the 
hero of Morris West's book “Children of the Sun”, which describes 
the priest's work among the scugnizzi or street urchins of Naples. His 
visit had been organised by a Miss Cameron of Airdrie who was 
raising funds for the House of the Urchins on his behalf. The Society's 
function was to arrange a public meeting to give Father Borelli as large 
an audience as possible when he spoke about his work. 

One of the public halls in the city was hired and every effort made 
to publicise the event through other organisations the press and an 
item on local TV news. The number attending the meeting is not 
recorded but a collection yielded £150 which was a respectable 
donation at that time and a considerable number of autographed 
copies of Children of the Sun were sold. All proceeds went to the 
House of Urchins’ Fund. 

Father Borelli gave a very moving account of the dreadful poverty 
and squalor in which these urchins of the streets of Naples existed. He 
described the abandoned church damaged by bombs which his 
Cardinal allowed him to use as a shelter for the boys and what he and 
his helpers tried to do to alleviate the misery of the boys’ lives and give 
them some kind of spiritual and moral guidance. Many of his 
audience — even those who had visited Naples — were roche by 
his account. 

Other well-known figures who visited the Scottish branches of the 
Society included Marcello Abbado pianist brother of Claudio Abbado 
and Antonio Benedetti Michelangeli. Prof. Donini has delighted 
audiences on several occasions with talks on Italian Contemporary 
Theatre, the poet Carducci -and recently came from retirement in 
Rome to speak on Modern Italian Poets. 
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Outstanding service 

The language classes have always been an important aspect of the 
activities of the Society. From 1957 until 1975 these classes flourished 
under the care of two remarkable ladies — Signora Inez De Rosa and 
Signora Pina Dowman. These teachers brought to their task qualities 
of enthusiasrn, hard work, patience and understanding. And their 
worth was hardly reflected in their remuneration — certainly not until 
the classes came under the aegis of the Extra-Mural Department of 
the University! There must be competent Italian speakers who took 
their first stumbling steps in the language with Signora De Rosa's 
good-humoured encouragement. And Signora Dowman’s scholarly 
approach ensured that her students not only improved their spoken 
and written work but were imbued with a real love of the language 
and its literature. These classes were always great fun but such was 
the seriousness of purpose that students — even hard-bitten school- 
teachers — felt ashamed if their homework had not been done! 

Since the retiral of Signora De Rosa and Signora Dowman (now 
Mrs McLean) about ten years ago, the classes have been carried on by 
various teachers, firstly in Hillhead High School and latterly in premises 
belonging to Glasgow University. We have been fortunate that nearly 
all our teachers have been native speakers; as well as some resident 
in this country, we have in recent years had the services of young 
Italian assistants in Glasgow schools, including Dott. Giuliana Giobbi 
who came originally for one year but stayed for three! We have tried 
to anticipate the varying demands for Italian language by adult 
students, and also to make our classes somewhat different from those 
offered by the University Adult Education Department and other 
bodies. Our present pattern is to offer beginners’ classes in the 
afternoon and early evening, a second course and an Advanced 
course — the last mentioned, conducted mainly in Italian by Dr Remo 
Nannetti has become a well established feature in the last few years. 


The Glasgow Summer School 

At the end of the sixties some of the members and students were 
able to take part in a project which was to become known as the 
Glasgow Summer School. 

A pilot scheme was run in the summer of 1967 at the Villa 
Contarini in Venice which was rented for three months for the 
purpose of providing accommodation for students and others who 
wished to spend longer than the usual holiday time in the study of the 
art architecture and language in Italy. 
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Glasgow Dante Alighieri Society, Summer School, Council Chambers, San Gimignano 
Town Hall, 1969. Conrad McKenna (front, first from the left); Mr Brock (front, first 
from the right); Francis Dunbar (back row, first from the right); Henry Hellier (middle 
row, third from the right). 


As a result of the success of this a new venture was undertaken in 
the summer of 1969 jointly by Mr Conrad McKenna, a Society 
member, Mr Robert Rogerson a practicing architect in the city and Mr 
Francis Dunbar of the Department of Architecture at Glasgow School 
of Art. They found accommodation in the Tuscan hill town of San 
Gimignano, at the Convento di Sant’Agostino, which had been 
modernised by the local Tourist Association. The Society had been 
invited to co-operate in the arrangements and the Honorary Secretary 
the late Miss Moira McAllister helped in supplying information and 
application forms. Later Miss McAllister was appointed Honorary 
Secretary to the Council of Glasgow Summer School and the 
President of the Society was automatically a member of the Council. 

In 1969 and for several suceeding years the members enjoyed the 
atmosphere of the Summer School in San Gimignano with guided 
walks round the city and talks on its architecture by Robert Rogerson 
and Francis Dunbar. Professore Serchi — a resident and author of the 
standard guide-book — gave lectures on its history and trips were 
organised to Florence, Siena, Volterra and other notable Tuscan 
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locations. A group from the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and 
Drama joined in and the sound of their music floating through the 
cloisters lent additional enchantment to the Convento and their end- 
of-session operatic performance in the Cathedral Square became a 
notable event in San Gimignano’s musical calendar. The visitors came 
to be regarded as friends by the local people and were shown great 
courtesy and hospitality. 

In recent years a change of Abbot and changes of policy by the 
authorities of the city made it impossible for the School to use the 
convento or to find premises of its own which had been an ambition 
of the Council and new locations have had to be found. 
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Glasgow Lord Provost, Myer Galpern (in the middle) with distinguished members of 
Glasgow Dante Alighieri Society. 


The present 

The Society continues to be that “most flourishing organisation”. 
Over the years one of the greatest difficulties has been that of finding 
accommodation for meetings that would be suitable for both 
illustrated talks and musical programmes. After the Society became 
associated with the Extra-Mural Department of the University 
meetings were held in the New Arts Building in University Gardens. 
Subsequent moves were made to the Scottish Film Council's premises 
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with occasional sorties to the Lady Artists’ Club for musical evenings 
and to the Royal Faculty of Procurators’ Hall. Until 1972 this was the 
main meeting place. Since then all the wanderings of the Society 
seem to have ceased and it has become more or less settled in the 

Glasgow University College Club. 

The language classes under a new generation of talented teachers 
continues to attract considerable numbers of students many of whom 
return year after year. 

The traditions of conviviality established in the early days are still 
| maintained by well-attended annual dinners and other social events 
| and a Chianti-with-everything attitude of the members ensures that 

| even some of the regular meetings end with a cordial glass of wine. 


. OFFICE BEARERS 


| Presidents 

| 1954-1955 J.P. Paul; Jack Coia (acting President) 
1955-1956 Lord Provost Thomas Kerr 
1957-1959 Prof. M.F.M. Meiklejohn 
1959-1963 Mr D.P. Bliss 

1963-1966 Mr P. Glass 

1966-1969 Mr W. Whyte 

1969-1972 Mrs Martha Mailer 
1972-1975 Mr J. Sheffield 
1975-1978 Mr W. McBride 
1978-1982 Mr O. Biagiotti 
1982-1984 — Miss Alva Caldwell 
1984-1988 Mrs Jean Taylor 

1988- Mr W. Galt 


1989-1990 Committee 


President: Mr W. Galt 
Vice-Presidents Dr D. Mooney 

Mr H. Campbell 
Treasurer Mr A. Skinnider 
Secretary Mrs Sheila Christie 


Mrs Jean Taylor, Mrs Ella McKerrow, Mrs Leila Thomson, 
Mr J. Anderson, Mr O. Biagiotti, Mr C. McKenna, Mr E. Liberi. 
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THE DANTE ALIGHIERI SOCIETY IN FALKIRK 


The Dante Alighieri Society of Falkirk was founded by Dr Hunter 
Cran on 12th February 1963. Dr Cran, Rector of Falkirk High School, 
had served in Italy ina Commando Regiment during the 1939-45 war 
and had come to love Italy and its culture. He inserted an article in the 
Falkirk Herald inviting anyone who had some interest in Italy and its 
culture to a meeting in the “Temperance Cafe” Lint Riggs. The 
response was great and that is how the Society came about. Dr Cran 
had the vision and the forceful drive to gather together all the neces- 
sary elements to form a strong society in a small town such as Falkirk. 


‘ well 
Mrs J. McLean President and Mrs L. Wood Secretary of the Falkirk Dante Alighieri Soc- 
iety, during a Society Day in the Town Hall, Falkirk. 
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He was also lucky in the fact that he gained the support of a group of 
members with great imagination and enthusiasm such as Dr D. 
Harper, Mrs Maclean, Mrs W. Webster, Mr M. Serafini and many 
others. At one time it could boast over 80 members; now the num- 
bers are down, 50 members, but the interest if anything has grown. 

During the years the Dante Alighieri of Falkirk has been visited by 
numerous speakers all of outstanding calibre, for example:. Prof. 
Meiklejohn, from the Italian Department of Glasgow University, is 
remembered for his erudite paper on Dante; Dr G. Kay for a series of 
classes on Italian literature; and on two occasions the Society has 
been honoured by a visit from Prof. Donini of Rome. 

The Society has always enjoyed at least two classes of Italian: one 
for beginners and one for conversation. In 1967 the Committee had 
the idea of starting children’s classes. Our Society was the first, and 
perhaps the only one, to hit on this development. For one year two 
classes of about 23 children each were held on Saturday mornings 
with two teachers: Mrs L. Brown and Mrs L. Wood, both born and 
educated in Italy but also having attained a Scottish Diploma for Prim- 
ary Education. Mrs Brown had to give up because of ill health and Mrs 
Wood ever since has taken the adult classes. 

The members meet socially on many occasions: dinners, cheese 
and wine parties, Christmas parties, but the best remembered social 
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Some of the members of the Dante Alighieri Society in Falkirk at the yearly picnic 
(1978). 
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events are the visits to the Opera with Supper afterwards, the visit to 
the National Gallery of Edinburgh on the occasion of the exhibition of 
the “Adoration of the Magi” by Mantegna before it was taken to 
America, and the visit to Glasgow College of Food Technology for a 
cooking demonstration. The children’s picnic for the families of the 
members were a source of great pleasure and it helped to make the 
members very much closer in friendship. After the bottles of wine had 
been uncorked and the games did begin, it could have been a party 
anywhere in Italy: well, mind you, it also needed the sun — and in 
most occasions it was there! 

In the last two years the Falkirk Dante Alighieri Society has had the 
great privilege of being awarded two bursaries which were offered to 
Miss H. McCallum and Mrs D. Smart. In the early years of our Society, 
members were able-to take advantage of a small library, the books 1 
having been provided by the Sede Centrale of Rome. This early suc- 
cess of the library was partly due to the fact that the books were | 
housed in Falkirk High School: that accommodation had been offered j 
by the founder President, Dr Cran, Rector of the above mentioned | 
school. Unfortunately, in recent years, finding space for this small lib- 
rary has presented great difficulties. At the moment, they are in the 
local library in Falkirk where the most of them have found a home. 

However it is hoped in the near future to make plans whereby the 
books will be more accessible to members of the society. 


OFFICE BEARERS | 
Presidents | 
1963-65 Mrs Hunter Cran 
1965-68 Miss Mary Ferguson 
1968-70 Dr D. M. Harper 
1970- Mrs Jean McLean 


1989-90 Committee 


President: Mrs Jean McLean 
Treasurer: Mr lan Ludbrook 
Secretary: Mrs Luciana Wood | 


Miss Margaret McCallum, Mr Peter Wood Mrs Renata Hemsley, Mrs Gillian 
McLaren, Mr Alexander McInnes. 
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THE DANTE ALIGHIERI SOCIETY IN DUNDEE 
AND ST. ANDREWS 


The Dundee Branch was inaugurated in 1971 by our first Presi- 
dent, the late Prof. Adams of Dundee University. In his opening 
address he said that the society hoped to cover everything Italian from 
Dante himself to the finer points of Italian football. From the start, the 
Comitato had great support from the Extra-Mural Department of the 
University at that time under Mr Alex. Robertson. His active participa- 
tion in contacting all possible interested groups of individuals ensured 
a well-filled hall for this first meeting and Mr Robertson continued his 
support right up till his retirement. Most subsequent meetings have 
been held on University premises and the society is extremely grateful 
for this central meeting-place. 

In the 1984-85 season the Dundee and St. Andrews Societies 
merged. The St. Andrews Society had come into existence with the 
help and encouragement of Mrs Cranstoun and again certain mem- 
bers of the University were active in promoting the appreciation of Ita- 
lian culture. Dr Lilli and his wife helped to link St. Andrews to Dundee 
and then, under Prof. Fracassini’s initiative we began to attend each 
other’s functions until finally St. Andrews decided to unite with Dun- 
dee. 

In drawing up a programme we have always tried to strike a balance 
between the vast riches of Italy’s cultural heritage and the realities of 
modern Italian life. In that first meeting we heard readings in Italian 
and English from Dante’s Inferno and enjoyed Italian wine and home- 
made pizza. It is quite impossible to give a complete list of the Soci- 
ety’s activities, but few examples will demonstrate their variety. From 
the ladies in Prof. Brand's lectures on “Orlando Furioso” to Prof. Mack 
Smith's exposé of Mussolini, from Verdi to Italian folk-song, from 
Giorgione to Etruscan archaeology. Our lecturers too have been very 
versatile. Prof. Donini from the Sede Centrale spoke to us first on 
Keats and Shelley and on a second occasion on the Trentino region. 
Joseph Farrell told us about Communism and also gave a critique on 
Dario Fo. Norman White gave talks on Verdi's operas: on the first 
occasion he arrived on a cold, snowy night in February. He had man- 
aged to arrive on time with a car full of equipment whereas many 
members of the audience had been blocked in by Dundee’s minor 
roads and had either stayed at home or walked. Those who made it 
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declared that his talk on “Il Trovatore” was the best they had ever 
heard. Another almost unexpected pleasure occurred when, for once 
we had a film that fitted the projector and a room which was the right 
size for sound volume. “Lo sceicco bianco” was an unknown film but 
it had us all in fits of laughter. 

We are very grateful for the many people who were willing to 
travel from distances on winter evenings, especially those who came 
all the way from Italy like Prof. Donini and Prof. Filippuzzi. On the 
other hand we have been well served by local talent including the Ita- 
lian assistenti who have spoken of their home regions, from Turin to 
Trieste, from Milan to Naples. For Music we have had various recitals 
from the members of Tayside Opera and in literature we had a most 
lively “plain man’s guide” to the Divina Commedia by Mr A. Ferrie. 
Then every now and again there is an excuse for a night-out with 
some eating and drinking. The “Club Romano” has been the venue 
for a huge supper and also for mouth-watering descriptions of Italian 
dishes as portrayed by the restaurateur Bruno. Prof. Fracassini has 
guided us through Italian wine-growing areas and organised a wine- 
tasting to drive home the finer points. A wine and cheese party is 
always a useful inducement to attend the Annual General Meeting. 

Our Society at present is in need of young blood with fresh ideas. 
We are not altogether despondent about the prospects as there is a 
constant flow of students from the University and other evening 
classes. We acknowledge the continuing interest and support from 
the Sede Centrale in Rome. In the past few years we have found that 
the Italian Institute in Edinburgh has been most generous in drawing 
us into their various activities. * 

As to the teaching of the Italian language, courses run by 
members of our Society at the University, at the “Club Romano” and 
at the College of Further Education but only the courses of 
conversation are organised directly by the Dundee Dante Alighieri 
Society. 

However, apart from all these successful initiatives to promote 
Italian civilisation, we are still ignorant about Italian football. Can 
anyone offer to help here? 
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OFFICE BEARERS 


Honorary President 
Professor P. Adams 


Presidents 
Professor P. Adams 
Mr J. J. Robertson 
Mr C. Johnson 


1989-90 Committee 


President: Mr C. Johnston 
_Vice President: Mr J. Costella 
Secretary: Miss S. Tennant 
Minute Secretary: Miss M. Proctor 
Treasurer: Mr W. McColl 


Mrs K. McHardy, Mrs G. Carena, Mr A. Ferrie, Mrs S. Johnson. 
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THE DANTE ALIGHIERI SOCIETY IN LANARK 


The inaugural meeting of the Lanark Dante Society was held on 
Monday 1st December 1975. A large number of the local intelligent- 
sia, professional people and Italophiles gathered in the Crown Tavern 
with an air of curiosity and expectation. The Italian Consul General 
was guest of honour and we were welcomed by Colonel Cranstoun 
who was elected President and remained in that position until 1988 
when ill-health forced him to retire. 

The success of that meeting can be judged by the fact that seventy 
people became members of the Society and, although there has been 
some fluctuation, the membership has remained about that level and 
at present stands at eighty. 

From the beginning Mrs Cranstoun was the prime mover in the 
Society and we still benefit from her wide circle of friends who are 
ever willing to talk on all aspects of Italian life and culture. Most lectur- 
ers are drawn from the four ancient Scottish Universities, especially St. 
Andrews where Mrs Cranstoun had a close personal involvement for 
several years. 

We are also very fortunate that we can call on our own members 
to give talks of a very high quality. This is particularly useful in January 
and February when travel to Lanark can be hazardous if not impossi- 
ble. Having been caught out by snow storms in the earlier years we 
now try to arrange local speakers for these months. Our Society is 
doubly fortunate in that both Mrs Cranstoun and Dr lan Orr, our new 
president, can, at the drop of a hat, produce illustrated talks on almost 
any part of Italy in an entertaining and erudite manner. 

Mention must also be made of the excellent speakers sent by the 
Sede Centrale in Rome. Details of these are in appendix, as they lec- 
tured to all the Scottish Societies. 

Our programme is very varied and ranges from archeology to holi- 
day memoirs. Each year we combine with the Lanark Archaeological 
Society for a joint meeting. Within the session we would expect to 
have talks on Italian art, history, archeology, science and music. Occa- 
sionally we have also had talks on contemporary Italian culture and 
economics. 

Lanark is unique in that it has an annual Serata Musicale. Among 
those who have entertained us have been various members of Scot- 
tish Opera, the Wind Quartet of the Scottish Chamber Orchestra, the 
Upper Clyde Operatic Society, Mary Clarkson, Ilton Wjuninski on 
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harpsichord and the Duo Gandolfi from Bologna. After the perfor- 
mance we have our annual dinner. 

In addition, Colonel and Mrs Cranstoun open their beautiful 
home, Corehouse, for a yearly Giornata della Dante which is often a 
musical occasion. Artists who have entertained us on these occasions 
include Mary Clarkson, soprano, accompanied on the harp by Fiona 
Hibbert, Marie Slorach and Peter Bodenham of Scottish Opera: Char- 
lotte Wark, flute: James Aitken, violin and viola: Teresa Cranstoun, 
piano. 

Our first Giornata della Dante in 1976 was attended by members 
of all six Scottish Societies. Guests of honour on that occasion were Dr 
Signorini, the Consul General and Mr Montuori, the Cultural Attache 
to the Italian Embassy in London. This year, 1989, once again all 
Societies gathered at Corehouse for a special centenary Giornata 
della Dante to celebrate the formation of the first Dante Alighieri Soc- 
iety in 1889. 


we 


Gionata della Dante Alighieri 23rd June 1989 at Corehouse, Lanark. From left: Mrs 
Cranstoun, Colonel Cranstoun, Dr Orr, Dr Buonavita, Italian Consul General. 
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This occasion was as successful as the first. The Consul General, 
Rodolfo Buonavita, made an appropriate speech and ceremoniously 
cut the commemorative cake. A special feature was a display of the 
works of Dante in the library. Many of the books were lent by the Ita- 
lian Institute — others by private individuals. 

In addition to our monthly meetings we have at least one 
additional outing or “treat” every year. In March 1976 we combined 
with Biggar Music Club to bring the Duo di Musica Antica to Lanark 
when the audience were enchanted by the playing of Marina 
Mauriello on harpsichord and Michael Frischenschlager on violin. 
Later that year we had a coach outing to Hadrian’s Wall which was 
also most enjoyable though on a different level. In 1978 the local 
library staged an-exhibition titled “Italy In Etchings Of Scottish 
Artists”. This ran for three weeks and was well attended by the public 
at large. That same year we were most professionally entertained by 
| Solisti di Roma comprising Massimo Coen and Mario Buffa on violin, 
Margot Burton on viola, Luigi Lanzillotta on cello, Paola Bernardi on 
harpsichord, Mario Ancillotti on flute and Gianfranco Pardelli on 
oboe. 

From 1979 until 1987 we had an annual “opera outing” when we 
went to hear Scottish Opera perform Italian operas in Italian. After 
each performance we adjourned to a restaurant for an Italian supper. 
Because of a change in the timing of Scottish Opera’s repertoire we 
decided to make a change and in February 1988 arranged an evening 
at The National Portrait Gallery of Scotland in Edinburgh where Mr 
James Holloway led us round all the paintings with an Italian 
connection, not only those painted by Italians. His profound 
knowledge of the subject made it a memorable occasion and he later 
joined us for supper at the Caprice Restaurant. Opera returned to our 
programme in 1988. La Traviata was a very moving experience. Most 
years we arrange to have a talk on the operata or the composer prior 
to our visit. This heightens the enjoyment of the evening. We are 
particularly fortunate in having the services of such knowledgeable 
and able speakers as Professor David Kimbell, Michael Turnbull and 
Norman White. 

1981 was the year of the horrendous earthquakes in Italy and Mrs 
Cranstoun arranged a special musical event to raise funds for the 
relief of the victims. She accompanied Mary Clarkson in a programme 
of Italian Baroque and Operatic arias which delighted the audience 
and raised £426. A cheque for this amount was handed over to 
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Professor Borrarro, President of the Dante Society in Salerno, so that 
he could personally ensure that it was used where most needed. The 
Consul General and Cultural Attache were also present. 

Under the leadership of Professor Filipuzzi, the Dante Alighieri 
Society from Pordenone, near Venice, interrupted their tour of the 
Scottish Highlands to spend an afternoon at Corehouse in July 1986. 
The weather rose to the occasion adding brilliant sunshine to a 
sparkling day. Everyone had a most enjoyable time. 

Five of our members have been honoured by the Sede Centrale for 
their work in disseminating the Italian language and culture abroad. 
Colonel and Mrs Cranstoun are both gold medallists. Dr lan Orr holds 
a silver medal and diploma and Mrs Sara Porcelli and Mrs Helen 
Murray both have a bronze medal and diploma di Benemeranza from 
Rome. All have worked tirelessly for the Society. Mrs Porcelli has 
unassumingly shouldered the burden of being secretary from 1975- 
1984 — and thereafter treasurer. 

In 1976 the Sede Centrale offered a bursary to enable one 
member of the Society to attend a four week course on Italian 
language and culture at L’Universita Italiana Per Stranieri in Perugia. 
Thereafter the University itself offered the bursary. All bursars have 
found the experience most rewarding and enjoyable. Some have 
addressed the Society on their return and there is no doubt about the 
value and benefit of this course. In 1984 an additional bursary to 
Venice was granted by the Sede Centrale. 

Those members who cannot spare a block of four weeks for the 
above course can learn Italian at a more leisurely pace by attending 
the evening classes run by the Society. These are self financing. At first 
the local education authority supplied accommedation and a teacher, 
but when Miss Marion Turner, a member, married and went to 
Australia, other arrangements had to be made. Various venues and 
teachers followed. For the last two years there have been a beginners 
and an advanced class. They meet in the Dale Centre and are very 
enthusiastic and successful. We are most grateful to those who give 
their time and effort voluntarily to promote the Italian language. 

Very often members from Lanark have represented Scotland at 
the Congresso Internazionale in Italy. Again, Colonel and Mrs 
Cranstoun are in the forefront of those who attend, but some other 
members have also been to at least one congress. 

Our Annual General Meeting is always well attended. The secret 
is —wine-tasting! For the first few years, when Italian wines were less 
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well known in Britain, various wine merchants were willing to mount 
a free tasting in the hope of orders to come. These occasions included 
a talk or films on Italian wines and varied from two red, two white 
samples to a magnificent array of over twenty wines accompanied by 
a delicious Italian buffet. Alas, the economy took a down turn and 
people began to realise that they could buy an excellent Italian wine 
at a fraction of the cost or an equivalent French one so our free 
tastings stopped. This did not daunt our committee who decided, 
correctly, that the members would not object to paying for pizza e 
vino and so the tradition was born. Now the talks at the Annual 
General Meeting are as varied as the rest of our programme. 


OFFICE BEARERS 


Hon Life President 
1988 — Lt.-Col. A. Cranstoun 


_ 


Presidents 
1975-1988 Lt. Col. A. Cranstoun 
1988- Mr lan Orr 


1989-90 Committee 


President Mr lan Orr 
Vice-President Mr Alex Morrison 
Secretary Mrs Teresa Cranstoun 
Treasurer Mrs Sara Porcelli 


Mr W. Hardie Mr S Forrest 
Mrs H. Murray Mrs S. Forrest 
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Solisti di Roma, chamber music group, on their tour in Scotland in 1977. 


Teatro a I‘Avogaria—La Commedia degli Zanni by Giovanni Poli. 
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THE DANTE ALIGHIERI SOCIETY 
IN ABERDEEN 


During the early months of 1977, at the instigation of a group of 
academics mainly involved in the teaching of art and history, a 
steering committee was set up to form a local branch of the Dante 
Alighieri Society. It took several months to sort out the problems 
implicit in such an undertaking, but, finally, on November 25th of that 
year, an inaugural meeting was held in the Art Gallery. 

The meeting had been well publicised and around 200 well- 
wishers and interested citizens attended. The Italian Consul General 
in Edinburgh, Dr Signorini, had been invited but was unable to attend, 
and Dr Mario La Cava, deputised for him. Signor Ottone Mattei 
deputised for Signor Ducci, the Ambassador, and Signora Carena, the 
Dundee Consul, was also present. Professor Antonio Moreno of the 
Italian Cultural Institute was a guest, and donated some books to start 
a library. Bishop Mario Conti wrote to affirm his support, and 
telegrams conveying good wishes were received from the St. 
Andrews, Dundee, Edinburgh, Lanark, Falkirk and Glasgow branches 
of the Society. Entertainment was provided by Brian Dargie and 
Donald Hawkesworth who played music from Vivaldi to Geminiani. 

Prof. S. Wilkinson, of the School of Architecture had agreed to act 
as Honorary President and others were elected as follows: Dr M. L. 
Cochran-Minto as Vice Presidenit, Mrs Ann Gordon as Secretary and 
Mr D. Kinghorn as Treasurer. The MacDonald Room at the Art Gallery 
would be used as a meeting place until 1983. Committee meetings 
were held at the University Reading and Writing Room. 

Fairly soon, most of the features of the Branch as we know it today 
had become established. Around eight lectures were given over the 
two terms in which the Branch met. Hopefully, at least one talk in 
Italian by an itinerant lecturer, sponsored by the parent body in Rome, 
would materialise. Those who did make it as far as Aberdeen 
included: Prof. Perocco who talked on Venetian Renaissance 
Painting; Prof. Donini on “Roma Minore”; Prof. Landini on the 
educational system in Italy; Dr Corsaro on Italy's political structure 
and Dr Franchi on the Italian Community in Scotland. 

Among British speakers who served the Branch in its early years 
were: Dr Martin Smith who gave talks on the Roman dramatists and 
the modern tourist in Rome; Dr M. L. Cochran-Minio who described 


the Florentine Carnival; Mr Brian King who discussed Florentine 
songs; Dr Judith Hook who talked on Dante, Lorenzetti and Good and 
Bad Government; and Mr Douglas Thomson whose subject was 
“Armed Resistance in Italy 1943-44”. There was also a pioneering talk 
on Italian opera by Mrs Eva Lorn-Weisner who talked on Puccini and 
was supplied with a piano and soprano to give the musical examples. 
Film entertainment included an evening of short films on the subject 
of Giotto, the lakes of Lazio, and the marble works of Carrara and a 
special viewing of Pasolini’s “The Gospel According to St. Matthew”. 
A notable success was the support given by the Aberdeen branch for 
a concert at the Mitchell Hall by the Solisti di Roma. 

The tradition of combining the Annual General Meeting with an 
evening of social relaxation and refreshment was established fairly 
rapidly. In 1980 Provost Skene’s House was the venue that 
successfully established these important priorities. We also read of an 
end of term party “chez Lady Inverurie” at Keith Hall where the 
Georgian Group provided entertainment. In these early days the wine 
was kindly supplied through the good offices of our friends at St. 
Andrews University. 


A belated celebration for the 10th Anniversary of the Aberdeen Branch (October 1988). 
Left to right: Mr Mustard (Vice President), Mrs Mustard, Mr C ook, Mrs Cook (Secret- 
ary), Dott Rodolfo Buonavita (Consul), Mr Baird (President), Signora Buonavita (mother 
of the Consul), Bishop Conti, Mrs Baird, Mr Necchi. 


As for teaching of the Italian language, we have to point out the 
loss of the Italian Department at the University of Aberdeen. The 
situation is not particularly satisfactory. Formal teaching of the 
language is now confined to classes at the Aberdeen College of 
Commerce. The Italian community in Aberdeen also organise classes 
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but these are restricted to local Italian nationals. However, our Dante 
Alighieri Society, thanks to the energetic support of Mr Donald 
Cunningham, organises Italian Reading Groups which have become a 
regular feature. 

In the days before our “Fit like Amico” lapel badges, there were 
attempts to publicise the Dante Society by encouraging the wearing 
of suitably inscribed T-shirts. The Society today has a membership of 
around 65 and though the emphasis may be somewhat less academic 
than it was at its inception, is a thriving and very friendly branch. 

Inevitably, over the years, there have been changes in the 
personnel of Committee but we have been fortunate in having a 
succession of dedicated secretaries and treasurers. 

In October 1988 the Aberdeen branch of the Dante Alighieri 
Society celebrated the first ten years of its existence with an 
anniversary Dinner which was held in an Italian restaurant. The Italian 
Consul General, Dr Rodolfo Buonavita, was guest of honour. 


A buffet held in May 1989 to celebrate the Dante Societies Anniversary. Left to right 
(standing): Mr and Mrs Lawrie (Committee), Mrs Cook (Secretary), Mr Baird (President), 
Mrs Gordon (first Secretary of the Aberdeen Branch). Left to right (seated): Mrs Gauld 
(ex-Committee member), Mrs Galletly (a founder member), Mrs Thoms (ex-Secretary), 
Mrs Baird (wife of President). 


OFFICE BEARERS 
Presidents 
1977-1982 Professor Stanley Wilkinson 
1982-1984 Mr Donald Cunningham 
1984-1986 Mr John Marshall 
1986- Mr Archie Baird 
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1989-1990 Committee 


President: Mr A. Baird 
Vice-President Mr J. Mustard 
Secretary Mrs Ann Cook 
Treasurer Mrs Frances Deans 


Mrs Margaret Cruickshank, Mrs M. Barclay, Mrs M. Laurie, Mr A. 
Allford, Dr M.E. Dargie, Mr R. Laurie, MrJ. Marshall, Mr G. Romberg. 


LIST OF SPEAKERS 


Abrami, G. 

Adams, Prof. J.W.L. 
Allen, K. 

Amadei, Olga 
Ambrose, Mary 
Andrews, Dr K. 
Ansaldi, Prof. A. 
Arthur, Liz 

Auld, A. 

Baillie, M. 

Barblan, Prof. G. 
Baldini, Prof. G. 
Barnes, Prof. J.C. 
Baxter, Dr Paola 
Beghe, Dr Adele 
Berutti, Rev. Mario 
Biagiotti, O. 
Bickley, O.D. 
Blench, B. 
Bonaventura, Dr. R. 
Borelli, Father Marco 
Borrana, Prof. L. 
Borraro, Prof. A. 
Brand, Prof. P. 
Bray, Dr Luciana Milesi 
Breeze, Dr D. 
Brown, Prof. P. 
Buchanan, G. 
Buist, J. 

Bullough, Prof. G. 
Buonavita, Dr R. 


Bury, M. 
Caldwell, Alva 
Campbell, Dr. 


Campbell, Margaret 
Caparelli, Prof. F. 
Catani, M. 

Chessa, Dr Francesca 


Clark, Ambassador Sir Ashley 
Cochran-Minio, Dr M.L. 


Cocozza, Dr E. 
Coia, J. 

Cooke, K. 
Cornice, DrA. 
Corsaro, Dr A. 
Cranstoun, Dr Teresa 
Crumlish, A. 
Dalziel, Dr Nadia 
Davies, Dr G. 
Davis, H.C. 
Defrates, J. 
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Glasgow 
Dundee 
Glasgow 
Glasgow 
Glasgow 
Edinburgh 
Rome 
Glasgow 
Glasgow 
Glasgow 
Milan 
London 
Dublin 
Edinburgh 
London 
Sicily 
Glasgow 
Oxford 
Glasgow 
Rome 
Naples 
Naples 
Salerno 
Edinburgh 
London 
Edinburgh 
Glasgow 
Glasgow 
Edinburgh 
St. Andrews 


Italian Consul General in Edinburgh 


Edinburgh 
Glasgow 
Edinburgh 
Edinburgh 
Rome 
Glasgow 
Glasgow 
Venice 
Aberdeen 
Glasgow 
Glasgow 
Glasgow 
Siena 
Florence 

St. Andrews 
Glasgow 
Edinburgh 
Edinburgh 
Birmingham 
Edinburgh 


Della Croce, Dr Nadia Rome 
Demarco, R. Edinburgh 
De Paoli, Dr D. Rome 
Dickie, Margaret Glasgow 
Dickson, Dr M.G. Edinburgh 
Di Mauro, DrA. Edinburgh 
Donini, Prof. F. Rome 
D’Orsi di Priego, Prof. M. Rome 
Drummond Bone, J. Glasgow 
Dunbar, F. Glasgow 
Ebison, Dr M. London 
Fabbri, Maestro Mario Rome 
Farrell, Joseph Glasgow 
Fassone, Antonio Glasgow 
Ferrari, DrO. Rome 
Filipuzzi, Prof. A. Pordenone 
Franchi, Dr O. Glasgow 
Gal, DrH. Edinburgh 
Garden, N. Edinburgh 
Gillies, Valerie Edinburgh 
Giobbi, Dr Giuliana Glasgow 
Gordon, E. Edinburgh 
Gough, M. Edinburgh 
Granturco, Prof. J. New York 
Green, A.S. Edinburgh 
Greenwood, R. Glasgow 
Griffiths, Prof. H. Manchester 
Haggarty, Ann Glasgow 
Hamilton, Vivien Glasgow 
Hammer, M. Edinburgh 
Hanham, Prof. H.J. Edinburgh 
Hardie, C. Oxford 
Hardie, W. New Lanark 
Harvey Wood, Alison Edinburgh 
Havergal, G. Glasgow 
Hay, Prof. D. Edinburgh 
Hazell, Katriana Edinburgh _ 
Hellier, H. Glasgow 
Hickey, J. Edinburgh 
Holloway, J. Edinburgh 
Hook, Dr Judith Aberdeen 
Hooker, J. Edinburgh 
Howard, Dr Deborah Edinburgh 
Humfrey, Dr P. St. Andrews 
Hunt, DrT. St. Andrews 
Infantina, Dr Arabella Palermo 
Kay, DrG. Glasgow 
Kenworthy, Dr J.B. St. Andrews 
Kimbell, Prof. D. Edinburgh 
King, B. Aberdeen 
Landini, Prof. G. Aberdeen 
Larkin, Prof. M. Edinburgh 


Larner, J. Glasgow 


Leighton, Prof. K. 
Leighton, R. 
Leiper, G. 

Lilliu, Prof. G. 
Lloyd, Eleanor 
Lombardo, Prof. A. 
Lorn-Weisner, Eva 
Louden, Rev. Dr R. Stuart 
Lugli, Prof. P. 
McBride, W. 
McCartney, Hilary 
MacDonald, Dr J. 
McEvoy, P. 
Macfarlane, Dr. L. 
McGuire, J. 
McKellar, J. 


.McKenna, C.T. 


McKinney, DrR. 
McLaughlin, Dr M. 
McPherson, W. 
McWilliam, C. 
Martin, Dr D. 


Meiklejohn, Prof. M.F.M. 


Meli, Prof. V. Bartoloni 
Mezzacappa, Dr C. 
Millar, Dr Eileen 
Mingotti, M. 
Miserocchi, Aw M. 
Mooney, Dr D. 
Morgan, Prof. E. 
Moscardini, P. 
Muir, Dr. E. 
Mumford, Dr Ivy 
Murray, H. 
Mustard, J. 
Nannetti, Dr R. 
Nuttgens, Prof. P. 
Ogilvie, Prof. R. 
Oliver, Cordelia 
Orr, Drl. 

Orr, Prof. Emeritus J. 
Orr, S. 

Park, Maureen 
Pellegrini, Prof. A. 
Pepe, Nico 
Perkins, W. 
Perocco, Prof. G. 
Pertile, Prof. L. 
Phillips, B.D. 
Picozzi, Prof. L. 
Piggott, Prof. S. 
Pignatelli, F. 
Pilozzi, Prof. P. 
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Edinburgh 
Edinburgh 
Aberdeen 
Cagliari 
Glasgow 
Rome 
Aberdeen 
Edinburgh 
Rome 
Glasgow 
Glasgow 
Glasgow 
Bothwell 
Aberdeen 
Glasgow 
Glasgow 
Glasgow 
Edinburgh 
Edinburgh 
Glasgow 
Edinburgh 
Glasgow 
Glasgow 
Rome 
Edinburgh 
Glasgow 
Glasgow 
Rome 
Glasgow 
Glasgow 
Falkirk 
Edinburgh 
Twickenham 
Edinburgh 
Aberdeen 
Glasgow 
Edinburgh 
St. Andrews 
Glasgow 
Lanark 
Edinburgh 
Glasgow 
Glasgow 
Rome 
Naples 
Rome 
Venice 
Edinburgh 
Edinburgh 
Rome 
Edinburgh 
Glasgow 
Rome 


Pisanti, Prof. T. 

Poggi, DrG. 

Prehn, E. 

Premoli, A. 

Purves, J. 

Quaroni, Ambassador 
Quasimodo, Dr Salvatore 
Rathbone, Dr C. 
Redlich, DrH. 
Redpath, Barbara 
Reith, Dr. G. 

Relli, Dr Federica 
Reynolds, Dr Barbara 
Reynolds, Linda 
Ridgway, Dr D. 


Ridgway-Serra, Dr Francesca 


Ritchie-Calder, Lord 
Robertson, Prof. G. 
Robertson, Isabel 
Robertson, J. 
Robertson, J.J. 
Rogerson, R.W.K.C. 
Romano, Prof. D. 
Romberg, Dr G. 
Ross, Rev. John 
Rossi, Prof. M. 
Rowan, Prof. A. 
Runciman, Prof. 
Rutter, Dr K. 

Salter, C. 
Sanminiatelli, Conte Bino 
Sansone, Dr M. 
Savage, Dr R. 
Scaramella, Dr Teresa 
Schotz, B. 

Scire Rischella, Dr E. 
Selby, F. 

Selwyn, Sue 
Semenzato, Prof. C. 
Semeonoff, Dr B. 
Serchi, Prof. M. 
Shankland, Dr H. 
Sharrat, Dr K. 
Sheffield, J. 
Simpson, R.A. 
Skinner, Dr B. 
Sloan, Rosemary 
Smillie, T. 

Smith, Dr M. 

Soga, H. 

Speckel, Dr A.M. 
Spiller, M. 

Spini, Prof. G. 


Naples 
Edinburgh 
Edinburgh 
Rome 
Edinburgh 
London 
Siracusa 
St. Andrews 
Edinburgh 
Glasgow 
Edinburgh 
Edinburgh 
Nottingham 
Edinburgh 
Edinburgh 
Edinburgh 
Edinburgh 
Edinburgh 
Edinburgh 
Edinburgh 
Dundee 
Glasgow 
Switzerland 
Aberdeen 
Edinburgh 
Rome 
Dublin 
London 
Edinburgh 
Glasgow 
Florence 
Edinburgh 
Edinburgh 
Glasgow 
Glasgow 
Glasgow 


_ Glasgow _ 


Glasgow 
Padua 
Edinburgh 
Rome 
Durham 
Edinburgh 
Glasgow 
Dundee 
Edinburgh 
Glasgow 
Glasgow 
St. Andrews 
Glasgow 
Rome 
Aberdeen 
Florence 


Stairs, T. Glasgow 


Steele, Prof. A. Edinburgh 
Steer, Prof. J. St. Andrews 
Stevenson, Elizabeth Edinburgh 
Stevenson, Jean G. Glasgow 
Stott, Dr Antonia Edinburgh 
Tait, DrA. Glasgow 
Talbot-Rice, Prof. D. Edinburgh 
Taylor, Prof. S.S.R. St. Andrews 
Telfer, R. Edinburgh 

¢ Thomson, D. Aberdeen 
Tod, G.G.R. Edinburgh 
Treves, Prof. P. Venice 
Trucco, Dr E. Edinburgh 
Turnbull, Dr M. Edinburgh 
Usher, J. Edinburgh 
Valebrega, Maestro Cesare Rome 
Valsecchi, Prof. F. Rome 
Verdone, Dr M. Rome 
Vigevani, Prof. A. Udine 
von Wandruszka, Prof. A. Vienna 
Walker, Dr. F. Glasgow 
Walker, Dr. K. Glasgow 
Walker, DrLorna St. Andrews 
Wallace, J.C. Edinburgh 
Ward, Ambassador SirJohn Rome 
Wellesley, Dr. K. Edinburgh 
White, N. Glasgow 
Whitfield, Prof. J. Birmingham 
Wilkie, R.B. Glasgow 
Wilkin, A. Glasgow 
Wilson, Rev. J.B. Lanark 
Wood, Luciana Falkirk 
Wood, Dr Sharon Glasgow 
Wurthmann, Dr W.D. ‘Glasgow 
Zorza, Father P. Glasgow 
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MUSIC AND THEATRE 
Abbado, Maestro Marcello Piano 
Anedda, Maestro Pietro Mandolin 
Barbetti, Duo Violin and piano 
Bracaccio-Buonerba, Duo Baritone and piano 
Brydon, Maestro Roderick Conductor 
Calza, Natascia Piano 
Cameron, Walker Piano 
Ciparelli, Letizia Piano 
Clarkson-Hibbert, Duo Soprano and harp 
Corradi-Voltolin, Duo Soprano and piano 
Dell’ Agnola, Maestro Giovanni Piano 
Delli Ponti, Maestro Mario Piano 
Field-Frame, Duo Violin and piano 


Franceschini, Loredana 
Petrassi, Andrea 
Ormezowski, Franco 
Furlan-Urban, Duo 
Gandolfi, Duo 
Guarino-Magendanz, Duo 
| Solisti di Roma 
Majeron-Balestra, Duo 
Mauriello-Frischenschlager, Duo 
Messina-Cameron, Duo 
Murolo-Valabrega, Duo 
Navello, Maestro Franco 
Pasquale, Mariella 

Pedriali, Gualtiero 

Pilias, Paolo 

Punis-Della Libera, Duo 
Quartetto di Milano 
Scottish Opera Trio 

Siena, Duo di 

Stevenson, Ronald 

Sturli, Dagmar 

The Scottish Chamber Orchestra 
The UCOS Quartet 
Wiuninski, IIton 
Zuccherini, Mirella 


Piano with baritone and cello 


Soprano and piano 
Soprano and piano 
Cello and piano 
Chamber ensemble 
Vocal and guitar 
Harpsichord and violin 
Soprano and piano 
Vocal and commentary 
Piano 

Piano 

Guitar 

Guitar 

Cello and piano 

Piano quartet 

Soprano, tenor, bass 
Vocal and piano 
Piano 

Piano 

Wind quartet 


= 


Soprano, mezzo-soprano, tenor, baritone, piano 


Harpsichord 
Piano 


Teatro a I‘Avogaria of Venice, directed by Giovanni Poli 
Commedia dell’Arte, directed by Nico Pepe and Aola Prato 
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